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“THE STUDENT TRAVEL SPECIALISTS SINCE 1994” 

New Orleans, Louisiana 
3 days, 2 nights hotel 

 

Day 1: 

6:30 a.m.  You must be at the airport two hours before your flight departs. 

 Arrive at a major local New Orleans International Airport. 

 Your guide will meet you in the meet and greet area, at baggage claim, or directly 
outside of the airport, depending on the regulations of the airport. 

  A local bus will pick up your group.  

p.m.   Enjoy lunch on your own in New Orleans before meeting with your tour guide.  

p.m. 3 hr. guided bus tour of New Orleans to familiarize yourself with the city.  

Learn that there is much more to New Orleans than the French Quarter. Travel down 
the world-famous Mardi Gras Canal Street. Skirt the boundaries of the French Quarter 
and listen to the history of the early city.  

Pass Jackson Square, the French Market and Congo Square. See Basin Street and hear 
about Storyville, the infamous red-light district of New Orleans where Dixieland Jazz got 
its start. Walk with your guide through one of New Orleans’ famous cemeteries and 
hear the story of the unique above ground burial.  

Marvel as you drive under magnificent 100-year-old oak trees in City Park. Learn about 
Hurricane Katrina and see some of the devastation that remains. Drive along Lake 
Pontchartrain, the 4th largest lake in the US, and hear about how New Orleans is built 
below sea-level. Ride through the City of the Dead and see a magnificent tomb that cost 
$83,000 at the time of its completion.  

Travel through the University section, uptown New Orleans and down St. Charles Ave. 
and the avenue of the streetcars. See millionaires row, a replica of Tara from Gone with 
the Wind, and many other millionaires and magnificent mansions on the Avenue and in 
the Garden District.  

 Any entrance fees are not included. 

6:00 p.m. 2-hour Buffet Dinner Jazz Cruise, subject to cruise schedule and availability.  

Step on board and cruise into the night where the sleepless activity of America's busiest 
port buzzes. The sounds of a lively jazz fill the air as you cruise the Mighty Mississippi. 

8:30 p.m.  Depart for your local hotel.  

  Arrive, check in, and relax. 

 

Day 2: 

8:00 a.m. Continental breakfast at your hotel. 

9:00 a.m. Admission to Whitney Plantation for a guided tour, subject to availability. 
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“In 2014, the Whitney Plantation opened its doors to the public for the first time in its 
262-year history as the only plantation museum in Louisiana with a focus on slavery. 

Through museum exhibits, memorial artwork and restored buildings and hundreds of 
first-person slave narratives, visitors to Whitney will gain a unique perspective on the 
lives of Louisiana's enslaved people.” 

“On your hour and a half long tour, your guide will lead you through the historic Antioch 
Baptist Church, built by former slaves, original outbuildings, slave quarters, and the 
circa 1790 Big House. Your tour guide will emphasize the lives of enslaved laborers who 
toiled in Louisiana. Our three slave memorials record the names and first-hand 
narratives of individuals who were held in bondage in Louisiana. 

The Whitney Plantation is a historic district on the National Register of Historic Places, 
and retains beautifully restored original buildings. You will have the opportunity to walk 
through the oldest detached kitchen in Louisiana and the Big House, learning about the 
Haydel family and their workforce of over 100 slaves.” 

12:00 p.m. Depart for New Orleans. 

1:00 p.m. Lunch on your own. 

2:00 p.m.  Visit the Old US Mint.  

The Old U.S. Mint holds the distinct title of being the only mint to produce American 
and Confederate coinage. A product of Andrew Jackson's "Bank War" and westward 
expansion, the mint was built in 1835 and constructed on the site of Fort St. Charles. 
Minting began in 1838 and continued until Louisiana seceded from the Union in 1861. 
Afterwards, the mint was transferred to the Confederacy and used to mint Confederate 
coinage and house troops. This did not last very long, however, as New Orleans was 
occupied by federal forces early in the war. After the Civil War, the mint resumed full 
operations by 1879 and was the only southern mint to reopen after the war. In 1909, 
minting ceased and the building was used for a number of official purposes until it was 
transferred to the state in 1966. In 1981, the mint opened to the public as a State 
museum site. 

3:00 p.m.  Visit St. Louis Cathedral. 

Opened in 1794, the Cathedral-Basilica of Saint Louis, King of France, also called St. 
Louis Cathedral, is the seat of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of New Orleans; it has 
the distinction of being the oldest continuously operating cathedral in the United 
States. 

4:30 p.m.  Dinner at the Hard Rock Café or equivalent restaurant, subject to availability.  

6:00 p.m.  Enjoy an authentic New Orleans live jazz experience at Preservation Hall, with shows 
available at 6pm, 8pm, 9pm, and 10pm, subject to availability. Arrive 30 minutes 
before your preferred show time and wait in line for general admission.   

Preservation Hall has kept jazz music alive in New Orleans! Established in 1961 to honor 
Traditional New Orleans Jazz, it continues today as a shining example of New Orleans 
music and culture. The Hall was key in keeping jazz afloat as rock n’ roll and bebop 
soared in popularity. Every night, you can spot the line leading up to the door to get 
in—Preservation Hall is a living tradition and tribute to jazz.  
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p.m. Depart for the hotel. 

Option:  Instead of Preservation Hall, enjoy a ghost walk of the French Quarter, complete with 
chilling narration from your guide.  

 

Day 3: 

8:00 a.m. Continental breakfast at your hotel. 

9:00 a.m. Depart for New Orleans. 

9:30 a.m.  Entrance to Mardi Gras World.  

Come see where Mardi Gras is made. Take a look behind the magic of Mardi Gras with 
thousands of sensational sculptured props and breath-taking giant figures on display. 
Bring your camera and take your picture next to King Kong, Marilyn Monroe, etc. Mardi 
Gras World is the most unique attraction in America’s most uniquely attractive city. It’s 
a world of wonders, created for you by the people who bring Mardi Gras to life every 
year—the artists of Blaine Kern Studios. The colors, the lights, the music, the joie de 
vivre. It’s all here in one magical place where you can peek behind the curtain and see 
Mardi Gras in the making. You haven’t truly experienced Carnival until you’ve explored 
Mardi Gras World. 

12:30 p.m. Shopping, sight-seeing, and lunch on own at New Orleans’ French Market Flea Market.  

Enjoy an incredibly diverse offering of wares, such as clothing, antiques, art, jewelry, 
and crafts. Make sure to bring something home that captures the unique experiences 
you’ve had in New Orleans.  

p.m.  Depart for a major local airport for your return flight. You must be at the airport two 
hours before your flight departs. 
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